
    
Welcome! 
We would like to welcome all children and families back to Sacred Heart and also welcome our new children and 

their families into the Sacred Heart family. We hope that you have had an enjoyable summer holiday and that 

you and your children are ready for an action packed half term in the Nursery class.  
 

Staffing 
The staffing in the Nursery consists of 4 adults: Mrs Dickinson the Nursery teacher, Mrs Burt the Nursery nurse 

/HLTA, Miss Witchell the Nursery teaching assistant and Mrs Penrose part-time Nursery teaching assistant.  
 

Our plans for the half term 

At Sacred Heart RC Nursery and Primary School we have a whole school learning approach based upon story 
telling. Every half term we have a focused story or poem which we use to develop children’s learning and 

progression through the 7 areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. This story is often 
referred to as our Talk for Writing story. Our Talk for Writing poem for this half term is ‘Rainbow Song.’  

 

  
 
We chose this poem as we will be exploring colour and a magical world at the end of the class rainbow. The 

poem uses lots of repetitive language which helps the children as they retell it through actions and also in their 
writing. An aspect of Talk for Writing is changing what happens in a story or poem and creating our own version.  

 
We aim to engage children in their learning through their interests and as such much of the Nursery planning will 

be influenced by your child’s passions and interests.  The yearly overview gives a loose framework but it is 

subject to many changes! In this way children will be engaged in their play and learning ensuring they display all 
the Characteristics of Effective Learners: 

 

• Finding out & exploring 

• Playing with what they know 

• Willing to have a go 

• Being involved and concentrating 

• Keep on trying 

• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do 

• Having their own ideas 

• Making links 

• Choosing ways to do things 
 

Curriculum Coverage  

There are 7 areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Below outlines the curriculum 
coverage in this half term using ‘What’s at the end of the Rainbow?’ as our learning focus: 

(For a pdf version and a complete overview of the Nursery Year please visit our school website at  
http://www.sacred-heart-primary.torbay.sch.uk) 

 

http://www.sacred-heart-primary.torbay.sch.uk/


 
Supporting Reading   

  

As part of our ongoing commitment to support our youngest children in their love of reading and stories, each 
member of the Nursery class will be able to borrow a picture book of their choice every week from the school 

library.  The book will come home with your child every Wednesday and will need to be returned by the following 
Wednesday.  Of course if you want to keep hold of a favourite book for a little while longer that’s fine!  All we ask 

is that you spend time reading the story to your child.  This could be at any time of the day when they are at 

their most receptive.  This year we will be introducing a Reading Challenge where each child receives a special 
reading passport with collectable stickers.  Children who complete the challenge by reading books at home with 

their parents will receive a certificate in a special whole school assembly.   

 
Home-school links 

We love to celebrate children’s achievements not just at Nursery but also at home.  Please feel free to collect a 
Wow! sheet from outside the Nursery (cloakroom area) and post it into our Wow box.  We will share the Wow 

with the class and pin it up on the wall in the corridor for all to see!  Please could we also remind you that you 
can share photographs and information with us through your child’s Interactive Learning Diary. 

 
  

Please could we take this opportunity to remind parents to label all their children’s clothes, hats, 

scarves and lunch boxes and drinking bottles.  Unfortunately, due to high numbers in Nursery, it is 
very difficult to keep track of everyone’s belongings when they are not labelled.  Many thanks for 

your cooperation. 

 

 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Religious Education 
 

We learn about different religions and cultures at Sacred Heart celebrating different countries and 
traditions. We teach the children to be sensitive to the traditions of all religions and understand 

that we may not celebrate the same things. As part of our Catholic ethos we have a structured 

outline of Catholic faith that we teach. This half term we will be learning about Creation, Prayers, 
Saints and Feasts.  

 
We participate in daily prayers and gather on a Monday for our whole school liturgy. On a Thursday we gather to 

watch ‘Open the Book’.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Open door policy 
 

  At Sacred Heart we have an open door policy and encourage parents to talk to the staff daily 

about any concerns, suggestions or achievements that you wish to share. A member of staff will 
always be available to talk at the beginning of the session and I am available to talk too 

personally at the end of the day or by booking an appointment.  

 
We strongly encourage parents to communicate with the Nursery staff so we can work 

collaboratively to meet the best needs of your children. 
 

We are always here to support yourself and your children on this exciting journey as they continue their full time 
education 

 
As part of our commitment to work collaboratively with families, your child’s interactive learning diary will now be 
constantly viewable online. To see what your child has been learning about in the Nursery please visit 

 https://portal.interactivelearningdiary.co.uk/ 

 
Enter your username and password and you will be able to view your child’s progress. If you have forgotten or 

need a new password please speak to myself and I can arrange a new one for you. 
 

New children will be issued with a username and password as soon as everyone has joined the class. 

 
 

Thank you 
The Nursery team 

https://portal.interactivelearningdiary.co.uk/

