14th December 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
I am sure you have been informed that we had an Elf incident in school on Wednesday.
Two naughty Elves came into school in the dark of the night and caused havoc. They
were still at school when we all arrived at 8.45am and they proceeded to be very
naughty. The local Fire Brigade came looking for ‘lost’ equipment, my car appeared on
the playground and was been driven round with the roof down and music blaring, Mrs.
Nott was kidnapped and held captive in the kitchen dressed as a parcel and Mrs.
Garside and Mrs. Codd were tied to their chairs in the office with tinsel, to list but a
few incidences that occurred during the morning. However, all was resolved
by 11am when Father Christmas came to collect the naughtiest Elf, Trixie, and
send her back to Lapland for Elf Reflection time. We were delighted that
Father Christmas then agreed to stay with his good Elf, Buddy, and invited all
our children to his grotto where he carefully wrote down all that was being
requested and gave each child a little gift. He also brought Olaf from Frozen
with him to help out. We are delighted with all the wonderful writing that has
come out of this experience.
On Tuesday our Reception and Nursery children performed their Nativity twice. It
was delightful. You could see they were all enjoying themselves. They sang, spoke
and moved beautifully. What a credit to our school. A special thank you to Miss
While and all the staff in our Foundation Stage.
A special thank you to all our parents who have supported in so many ways this week through
our Elf experience, Father Christmas’s Grotto, discos, the Fayre and so much more-it has
been truly appreciated. This morning lots of cakes were being brought in for us to buy and
enjoy this afternoon. Barbara Sutton, supported by Mrs. Cully, have
been busy for weeks organising this week’s FOSH events, so a huge
thank you to them both. However, it is the support of all our families
that makes all our fundraising a success. Thank you. We all enjoyed a
delicious Christmas Dinner together on Wednesday lunchtime.

We delivered over 270 tins to the Community Larder this week and Lily Grace was able to
take 754 pairs of socks to the homeless. On Monday the Year Six Civic Award children
hosted a lovely Senior Citizens party in the church hall for parishioners and our lovely choir
once again sang so beautifully. On Monday Year Four also visited Primley Court Care Home to
sing carols and share with the residents. Last Sunday the choir and many parents enjoyed a
lovely afternoon at the Salvation Army Citadel. We are always invited to their
Carol Concert and made to feel very welcome. This morning Gilbert the Gull
came to present some of our Year Two children with certificates. They were
awarded their certificates for showing sportsmanship as part of Torquay
United’s Premier League Primary Stars initiative.
We wish you and your family a peaceful weekend.
Best wishes,
Helen Brown
Head teacher

Do you know that if your child has a record
of 90% attendance what it means?




Half a day missed every week
Nearly four whole weeks of lessons missed in a

school year!
Half a school year missed over five years!

Class

Attendance %

% of Lateness

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

95.5
94.7
95.7
93.0
94.5
97.9
97.7

1.290
0.333
1.333
2.333
0.000
0.714
0.667

For this week: The attendance award goes to Year 5
&
The Quick Start award goes to Year 4

NURSERY PARENTS
Parents/Carers, please can you
telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to
inform that your child will be absent from
school and give the reason for that
absence. Please ring each day that your
child is absent unless there is a definitive
timescale of absence i.e. there needs to
be 48 hours clear from the last bout of
sickness and/or diarrhea.

Please could you contact the
school office if your child is
poorly on the days they are due
to attend nursery.

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school,
confirming the dates and reason for their absence.

Nursery parents - 'Come and Read with Me' sessions continue on Tuesday afternoons 2:45 until
3pm. This is an opportunity to come in and read picture books with your children.

Year 2 will be swimming on Monday afternoon’s this half term.
Don’t forget your swimming costume and towel!

18th December – Nursery Christmas open afternoon. All nursery parents
invited for 2:30 til 3:00pm. There will be a range of
Christmas activities to take part in with their children.
19th December – Christmas Party and Jumper
Day
20th December – Last Day of Term
21st December – Inset Day

Literacy Corner
Calling all children in Years 3,4,5 and 6.
Did you know that you can quiz books you are reading at home as well as your Accelerated Reader from school? If you quiz these books
you can add to your points score towards the Millionaires Club!
Don't forget you can join the town library for free and borrow lots of lovely books to read; many of which you will be able to quiz!
Go to the address below to see if the book you are reading has a quiz and then bring your book into school. During your AR session you
can quiz and add to your points awards!
http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/UserType.aspx

Dog Diaries: Happy Howlidays! By Steven Butler
Junior has been in the dog house after giving in to his doggy urges when Mom-Lady turned
her back and left him alone with the freshly cooked Thanksgiving turkey. Because of this,
Junior is determined to make Christmas the best one ever for his pet humans and redeem
his GOOD BOY status. Junior has never actually experienced a human Christmas before
and his perfect plans get sidelined with the shocking appearance of something called snow,
a tree that seems to have sprouted in the middle of the Picture Box Room, and packs of
strange humans called Carol who come to the front yard and howl. It all very confusing...

Hetty Feather's Christmas By Jacqueline Wilson
An unexpected gift leads to trouble for Hetty on Christmas Day at the Foundling Hospital,
and the dreaded Matron Bottomly is delighted to have an excuse to exclude Hetty from the
festive celebrations. Poor Hetty is distraught - but just when it seems that all is lost, a dear
friend arrives to whisk her away for a Christmas unlike any other . . .

Santa's High-tech Christmas By Mike Dumbleton
Santa has discovered high-tech gear. With his techno-pad, a soft reclining seat in his
sleigh and a rocket pack, he is well prepared to deliver presents for Christmas Day. But
as things start to go wrong, Santa needs the help of a young girl so that all the presents
get delivered on time.

OUR FAMILY SUPPORT
WORKER

Hi my name is Mrs Louise Loram; I’m your friendly Family Support Worker at
your child’s school.
I have supported families and children for the past 20 years and throughout this
time have supported families with a range of issues, concerns and challenges.
Being a mum myself I understand that parenting is probably the hardest job in
the world, and sometimes we all could do with a little support to steer us in the
right direction.
I am here to support you with any aspect of family life which is concerning you
and your children at the moment. I don’t claim to have all the answers but I have
a lot of knowledge, experience and contacts within agencies and organisations I
can signpost you to if need be.
My support will mostly be done through home visits; however, I will also be
attending groups within school so you can access me freely.
I will be holding a Tuesday 'drop in' service between 8.30am and 10.30am.
The next session will be on 8th January 2019. This will be held in the side
room off the church hall. Please come to the school office if you have any
questions. There’s a possibility that other groups may start up, so watch this
space!
If there is any aspect that you would like me to contact you about, let Mrs Nott or
the school office know and they will put me in touch with you.

Sometimes a worry shared is a worry halved!

