
  

 

 

 

19th July 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I find it difficult to write these words but after forty years of teaching, time 
dictates that it is now time to write my last Friday Flyer at Sacred Heart, retire and 
leave our wonderful school in the capable hands of Mrs. Day and our fantastic staff 
who work so well together as the Sacred Heart team.   

On Wednesday I had the most wonderful mass and afternoon tea.  
The children were truly wonderful and their presence and willing 
contribution to my mass will stay with me forever.  They give so freely 
of themselves to others.  Wednesday was one of the best afternoons 
of my life.   I would also like to say the most heartfelt thank you for 
the beautiful gifts I received from the school community. It has been 
so humbling.  The thoughts and gifts are truly appreciated and thank 
you from the bottom of my heart.  

On Tuesday Year Six shared with us a brilliant leavers assembly.  It was funny, poignant and 
engaging.    They had such good fun putting it together and I did not hear one cross word 

from the children during all the rehearsing.  Well done and thank you.  Special thanks 
go to Mrs. Day, Mrs. Gridley, Mrs. Perkins and Mr. Allen-Wicks. On Wednesday evening 

they enjoyed their trip in the party bus, accompanied by Mr. Powell and then an evening 
of fun at their disco.   

To-day we have had the privilege of saying goodbye to our current Year Sixes in a special 
mass celebrated by Father Ralph.  It was a lovely celebration and the 
Year Sixes handed on their candles to our current Year Fives ready for 
September.  We are extremely proud of each individual Year Six child 
and wish them the best of everything they truly deserve as they move 
to their various secondary schools.  Thank you Year Six for being the 
young people you are.   

Year Five have been very lucky this week.  On Tuesday they went on an 
educational boat trip around the Bay.  The trip had to be cancelled during their 
stay at Warren Barn, however the boat company remembered.  They even 
offered to pick Year Five up from Paignton Pier.  Year Five also went to see Toy 
Story, the film, yesterday as a special rate had been offered.  Thank you to 



Miss Simpson for taking the time to organise all this.  

Yesterday we had a lovely sports assembly where we celebrated personal, team, whole class 
and school achievements.  We also recognised the many clubs our children attend as after 

school clubs and those attended in the wider community.  Well done to 
Oakley who was awarded the Year Six achievement certificate.  We are very 
proud of you Oakley.  Also well done to everyone in school for once again 
being the school in Paignton who have had 100% attendance at all PCSA 
fixtures, tournaments and events.  A special thank you to Mrs. Williams for 

co-ordinating PE so successfully throughout the year and bringing ‘Beat the Street’ the 
THNN half marathon and Bike Ability to school.  We have once again been able to provide all 
our children with an opportunity to swim. Thanks also to Lauchie for his positive contribution 
throughout the year. 

On Thursday we also said a sad but fond farewell to Carol from ‘Open the Book’.  
After five years of looking after us so well she has been offered another 
position.  We are praying that Ann will be able to take it on as it has become 
part of our Catholic life and the children so engage and love the weekly 
assemblies. 

Mr. Tester, Mrs. O’Kane and Lauchie are also leaving us this term.  We would like 
to thank them all for their hard work and dedication to school life at Sacred 
Heart.  Amy has finished her training and is now a qualified teacher, Lauchie has 
finished a very successful apprenticeship with us and is going on to train as a PE 
teacher and Steve, like myself, is retiring.  The gate will never be the same again 
and we will miss his commitment to supporting us through many parts of our 
school life.  We wish them all the best of everything they deserve. 

In the holiday Miss While will be getting married to Collum so we 
will be welcoming her back as Mrs. Pancott and Mrs. Burt is getting married to 
Ron and will be coming back as Mrs. Berry.  We wish both couples all the 
health and happiness they truly deserve.  We give special thanks to Sam and 
Amanda for their love and commitment to us all at Sacred Heart. 

We hope you enjoyed reading your child’s report, information on the curriculum 
they accessed during the year, their attendance and information about events 
during the holiday.  We welcome back the report slips.  Thank you. 

I would like to thank you personally for your support and commitment to 
both myself and our wonderful school over the last nine years.  There is 
truly no-where else I would rather be.  I have always said and will always 
say we have the most delightful children at Sacred Heart, and it is truly a 
place where ‘Everyone is Sacred’. 

 



So finally, I wish you and your families a peaceful and enjoyable summer holiday.  All 
the staff would like to thank you most sincerely for your kind words and generosity.  
It is all truly appreciated.   

Best wishes, 

Helen Brown 

Head teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

   

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Clubs Autumn 2019 

Information regarding 
extracurricular activities will 
be sent out during Autumn 1.  

If you require After School 
provision in the Jubilee 

Lodge, this can be booked in 
advance for September. 

 

Don’t forget! 

Children return to school on  

Tuesday 3rd September 2019! 

(Term Dates can be found on the school 
website) 



 

 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, 
confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

 
 

 
Class Attendance % % of Lateness 

Reception 95.3 1.000 
Year 1 99.7 0.667 
Year 2 93.7 0.000 
Year 3 99.3 2.667 
Year 4 93.5 0.645 
Year 5 86.0 2.000 
Year 6 96.0 3.000 

               

Do you know that if your child has a record 
of 90% attendance what it means? 

 Half a day missed every week 
 Nearly four whole weeks of lessons missed in a school year! 
 Half a school year missed over five years! 

For this week: - 

The attendance award goes to Year 1 and the Quick Start award goes to Year 2. 

 

 

 

 

Parents/Carers, please can you telephone the 
school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child 
will be absent from school AND give the reason 

for that absence.  Please ring EACH DAY that your 
child is absent, unless there is a definitive 

timescale i.e. there needs to be 48 hours clear 
from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea. 



 
    Literacy Corner 

 

The Curse of the School Rabbit – Judith Kerr 

It all started with the school rabbit... 

Snowflake is the school rabbit, and Snowflake is TROUBLE. At least that's what 
Tommy thinks, and when Snowflake is unexpectedly left for him to look after and 
EVERYTHING starts to go wrong, it looks like Tommy might be right. Even if he 
is getting more pocket money for feeding it and might be able to afford a new bike 
after all... 

And with a sick sister left in bed, a snobby actor left with suspiciously damp 
trousers, and no rabbit anywhere to be seen, Tommy can see his hopes of a new 
bike disappearing as fast as Snowflake. Will Snowflake turn up, and turn out to be 
more good luck than bad? Or are Tommy and his family DOOMED by the curse of 
the school rabbit? 

 

 

The Bug Collector – Alex G Griffiths 

After George visits the Museum of Wildlife with Grandad, all he can think about is 
bugs! The very next day he goes out hunting, but he soon finds there are no more 
insects left in the garden, and the ones he has captured in jars don't look very happy... 
George is about to learn exactly why bugs are so important. 

 

 

 

Swarm of Bees – Lemony Snicket Rilla Alexander 

It can feel good to be angry. It can feel better to stop. 

Swarm of Bees! Swarm of Bees! You are SO angry! What will you do? 
Watch out! A mischievous boy has unleashed an angry swarm of bees! The 
result is a zany gallop through a charming town where readers will encounter 
evidence of some bad behaviour, some frenzied anger and thankfully, a hug 
and some spaghetti. 

 

 

 


