
23rd Sunday in ordinary Time



Today Jesus tells the crowds that if they 
want to follow him and be his disciples 

then they need to give up everything. Let's 
find out more.



Peace be with you
AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT

We light our candle to remind us of Christ’s presence 
with us as we gather…

+In the name of the Father…



God forgave my sin in Jesus' name
I've been born again in Jesus' name
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His love as He told me to
He said: 'Freely, freely, you have received
Freely, freely give
Go in My name, and because you believe
Others will know that I live.'

All power is given in Jesus' name
In earth and heaven in Jesus' name
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His power as He told me to. Refrain

God gives us life in Jesus' name,
He lives in us in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share his peace as he told me to. Refrain

All



Opening Prayer

Guiding Lord, you are the way, the truth and the life -
so may we follow you all the days of our lives. 

Amen.



You show us the way when we make wrong choices.
Lord have mercy. 

LORD HAVE MERCY

You teach us what is right and fair. Christ have mercy. 
CHRIST HAVE MERCY

You guide us to help others. Lord have mercy. 
LORD HAVE MERCY



Alleluia



A  Reading from the 
Holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Glory to you, Oh Lord

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ



Alleluia



Let us take time to reflect 
on God’s Word today.

Open your hands on your lap as a sign
you are open to God’s Word.



In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells two stories. The first story is about a man 
who wants to build a tower. He must work out the cost to make sure he 
has enough money and resources to finish the job. The second story is 

about a king who is going to war. He must first count his soldiers and 
resources to make sure he can win the battle.

What do you think these stories are telling us?



In both stories the message is clear: those who begin a big task or project need 

to be prepared to see it through to the finish, it needs to be done properly.

Can you think of something you did at home or school that you didn't finish? Can 

you think of a time when you were asked by a teacher, or people at home to help, 

and you didn't help as much as you could? How did you feel about it afterwards? 

How do you think the person who asked you to help felt?



Jesus is telling us that following him and being a disciple is something that 
we have to see through to the finish. We need to follow Jesus, 

by living out our Gospel values of: forgiveness, compassion, kindness, 
courage, integrity,  humility, non-violence and justice.

Following our Gospel values isn't always easy, because we are often 
distracted by how other people act, but we need to find the courage to 

always make the right choice, no matter what other people think.

To help us remember and follow our Gospel values, 
for our ritual response today, a member of each class will collect a card with 

our Gospel values for your focal point. Talk about the Gospel values with 
your teacher, then I would like each member of your class to sign the card, to 

show you will try your hardest to live according to our Gospel values. 



As brothers and sisters in one loving family, together let us pray 
to our Heavenly Father.

It can be hard to stand up for what we believe in and so we pray 
together for God’s help: 

Lord hear our prayer…

We pray for the Church throughout the world: that it may be 
strong in standing up for what it believes and may help to 

build a fairer world. Lord, in your mercy.
Lord hear our prayer…

We pray for leaders in our communities: that they may do their 
best to serve everyone they meet, even when it is difficult or 

makes them unpopular. Lord in your mercy... Lord hear our 
prayer…



We pray for our parish, family and friends: that 
we may follow Jesus' example and never be 
afraid to stand up for what is right and fair. 

Lord, in your mercy.
Lord hear our prayer…



Knowing that our heavenly
Father is listening, 

in the silence of our hearts, let
us share our unspoken

prayers with Him.
Lord in your mercy…
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We bring all our prayers to the Lord as we say together the prayer he taught us:

Our Father
Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On  earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses.
As we forgive those who 
trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil.
Amen.



Let us our closing prayer together.

Guiding Lord, give us courage to know you, to love 
you, to follow you always, however hard it is. Amen. 



How are you going to follow our Gospel values 
during the coming week?



Our liturgy has ended, 
go in the peace of Christ.

THANKS BE TO GOD


