
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time



Today Jesus stays at the house of Zacchaeus - a 
tax collector, and shows us that everyone is 

loved. Let’s find out more… 



Peace be with you
AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT

We light our candle to remind us of Christ’s 
presence with us as we gather…

+In the name of the Father…



God forgave my sin in Jesus' name
I've been born again in Jesus' name
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His love as He told me to

He said: 'Freely, freely, you have received
Freely, freely give
Go in My name, and because you believe
Others will know that I live.'

All power is given in Jesus' name
In earth and heaven in Jesus' name
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His power as He told me to. Refrain

God gives us life in Jesus' name,
He lives in us in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share his peace as he told me to. Refrain



Opening Prayer

Saving God, you welcome everyone into your 
kingdom. Help us to be welcoming to 

everyone that we meet. Amen.



You teach us how to treat everyone as equals. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

You teach us how to give and seek forgiveness each day.
Christ have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You give us the courage to know when to ask for your help 
and loving grace.

Lord have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.



Alleluia



A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

Glory to you, Lord

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ



Alleluia



Let us take time to reflect 
on God’s Word today.

Open your hands on your lap as a sign
you are open to God’s Word.



What do you remember from today's reading?

Jesus tells us that while he was in Jericho, a man called 
Zacchaeus who was very rich from being a tax collector wanted 
to meet him. Zacchaeus was so short and there was such a big 
crowd that he had to climb a tree in order to see Jesus.

Can you remember what Jesus said to Zacchaeus? Why did the 
crowds get cross?

The crowds were cross because they thought Zacchaeus was a 
sinner – a person who was not always good and kind.



Zacchaeus really wanted to change his life but didn't know 
how to do it without someone helping him. He believed that 
Jesus was the only one who could help.

If Zacchaeus was so rich why did this not make him happy? 
What does this tell us about money and possessions today?

Jesus looked at this man who was looking for him. Jesus had 
a way of seeing straight into the heart. Jesus could see that 
Zacchaeus wanted to change.



When we let Jesus into our lives our relationships 
with each other are much better. 

God is always ready to make a home with us. Do you 
make room for God in your heart and in your home?

Can you welcome God into your life this week and 
try to make things right with anyone you have hurt 
or upset? How will you do that?



Ritual Response

Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree to try to get 
a better view of Jesus. Today I am going to 
invite you to take a picture of a sycamore tree 
back to class to display. This is a symbol of 
strength, protection and reliability and a 
reminder that God will always listen if we seek 
him. 



The response is sung, Lord hear our prayer.

We pray for the Church: that it may always be a place where you can 
find redemption in the lord. Lord in your mercy...

We pray for our brothers and sisters in every country especially those 
who have a change of heart, that they may find comfort and support as 
they strengthen in character and behaviour under God’s care. Lord, in 
your mercy... 

We pray, that like Jesus, we learn to treat all of our brothers and sisters 
with grace and mercy. Lord in your mercy...

We pray for our world leaders, that they can make compassionate 
decisions with the lords teachings in mind. Lord in your mercy...



Knowing that our heavenly Father is 
listening, in the silence of our hearts, 

let us share our own unspoken prayers 
with him.



Closing Prayer ALL: 

Welcoming Lord, come and stay with 
us. Fill our hearts with your love. Help 
us to show kindness and mercy to 
everyone we meet. Amen



Remember to demonstrate our Gospel 
value of forgiveness as you thank God in 
your prayers and let us be kind and 
forgiving to one another as we work 
alongside each this week.  



Our liturgy has ended, 
go in the peace of Christ.

THANKS BE TO GOD


