
 

 

 

 

Friday 28th February 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring term – although it doesn’t necessarily feel very spring-like 
yet. It’s been a short week for the children following an INSET day on Monday where the staff attended 
Our Lady of the Angels in Torquay to join other Plymouth CAST schools for training. The teachers took part 
in Progression in the Curriculum training with a focus on History whilst the teaching assistants worked with 
our Educational Psychologist looking at Precision Teaching – a 1:1 recall method for ‘catching up’ and 
embedding key elements of learning. 

Catholic Life 

The school attended Mass on Ash Wednesday to mark the start of Lent. We received a message from 
someone visiting from outside of the parish to say how respectful and well-behaved the children were in 
Church.  

As we enter the season of Lent, each class will be nominating a Lenten Star every day to share their 
thoughts for this season of Sacrifice.  By the time we break up for the Easter holidays, every child will have 
had a turn. You may wish to talk to your child about what their good deed, wish or promise may be as 
Finnian in Year One invited all thirty-one children in his class to plant a tree in his back garden as he wants 
to create a forest to stop Pope Francis from being sad. 

Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) Chaplains 

The chaplains introduced the new prayer space during the Values Assembly this morning. On the back of 
the success of the communal prayer space event before the holidays, the chaplains have set up a 
permanent area in the school for the children to visit. 

The chaplains will be introducing themselves to the parish at Mass on Sunday at 10am. All welcome.   

Year One Assembly: Friday 6th March 

Just a reminder that all Year One parents are invited to attend a special Family Worship next 
Friday at 9am in the hall. 

Enrichment 

Year Three and Year Five had a visit from Animals in Distress - 
Torbay & Westcountry yesterday and were very lucky to 
meet two beautiful re-homed dogs: Mo and Nelson. 



 
 They heard all about their sad story in relation to their start in life and saw how 'Animals in 
Distress', animal rescuers, kind donations and compassionate adopters can change animals’ lives. 

The visit was a great hook to start the whole school Science theme: 
'Amazing Animals'. They learnt all about animal rescue as a career 
and many different animal care techniques. The children were also 
able to learn about different ways in which they can fundraise and 
why fundraising is important - in particular, what the money is used 
for. The children even met two lovely rescue dogs!  

 

 

Today, Year 1 stumbled across a mysterious package that seemed to be snoring! and had to use 
their detective skills to try and work out what was inside.  More news on this to follow! 

 

 

This week’s Gospel Wows 

Finnian (Y1), Scarlett G (Y4), Connie (Y5) and Dexter (Y5) 

Parents Consultations 

Parent Consultations will be being held next week on Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th March.   If 
you haven’t already, please see your child’s class teacher to arrange an appointment.   

Best wishes, 

Mrs Nichola Day 

Headteacher 

                            

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that due to the parents evening – Spanish & Choir after school clubs will not be running  

on Thursday 5th March 

4.3.20: Parent Consultations 

5.3.20: Parent Consultations 

6.3.20: Year 1 ‘Forgiveness’ Family Worship (Parents welcome) 

25.3.20: Amazing Animals Parent Workshops: 2pm 

27.3.20: Break up for the Easter holidays. 

14.4.20: Back to school 

17.4.20: Year 2 ‘Peace’ Family Worship (Parents welcome) 

4th -25th May: KS1 SATs window (tests will be staggered across the whole month) 

8.5.20: Bank Holiday for VE day (Friday) 

15.5.20: Year 4 ‘Justice’ Family Worship (Parents welcome)  

11th-14th May: KS2 SATs week 

25.5.20: Break up for half term holiday 

1.6.20: INSET day -school closed for pupils 

2.6.20: Back to school 

5.6.20: Year 3 ‘Compassion’ Family Worship 

8th-12th June: Y1 National Phonic Screening 

19.6.20: Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

16.7.20: Y6 Leavers’ Assembly at 2pm  

21.7.20: Leavers’ Mass at 11am 

21.7.20: Break up for summer 

3.9.20: INSET day – school closed for pupils 

4.9.20: INSET day – school closed for pupils 

7.9.20: Back to school  



 
 

 

Thursday 5th of March 

The forecast is unfortunately poor again this weekend so will be an ideal opportunity for your child to 
‘dress-up’ a potato as their favourite book character!  If you are stuck for ideas, there 
are lots of examples online.  Children are asked to bring in their dressed-up potato on 

Thursday to share and talk about their favourite character. 

Also, 

if your child would like to enter the World Book Day prize raffle for a chance to win 
reading related prizes don’t forget to bring your £1 donation along with your potato.  All remaining 

donations will be used to buy books for the school library. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 6th March 2020 

 

On Friday, FOSH will be having a used uniform sale after school at 3:15, in the playground or in 
the hall if wet!  Come and have a look and pick up a bargain or two! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to come and spend a penny 
in the school reception area!  Our school 
council are trying hard to raise money, so 

people have access to a safe loo, clean 
water & hygienic education. 

toilet twinning.org  



 

It is Year 4’s turn to swim 
every Monday afternoon 
this half-term (Autumn 2) 

 Please remember a one-
piece swimming costume 

or trunks, a towel and 
goggles if worn. 

 

 

If parents would like to use the Jubilee Lodge After School 
Club, please collect the forms from the office to pre-book a 
place for your child. 

Any ad hoc sessions need to be booked by 9:30am on the 
morning by calling the office. 

School Crossing Patrol – Cecil Road 

Torbay Council are still looking to recruit someone to take on this 
worthwhile and rewarding role to keep our children and families 
safe.  If you would like more information please call Sarah Green 

on 01803 207678 or visit www.torbay.goc.uk/crossingpatrols  

 

 

 

Family Support Worker Drop-In Session  

Dates & Times 

10.3.20: 2.45 – 3.45pm 

14.4.20 8.30am - 9.30am 

12.5.20 12 – 1pm 

09.6.20 2.45 – 3.45pm 

07.7.20 8.30am - 9.30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are now cashless!...  

You will hopefully all have received your activation codes to register with SIMS Pay.  
As we are now a cashless school all school events and activities are now to be paid 
using SIMS Pay.   

If you have not already done so, please can you arrange to sign up.  Many thanks. 

Note we will be able to continue to receive dinner money, although 
ISS does encourage you to pay online at 
www.feedinghungryminds.co.uk  

ALSO 

Anything that relates to FOSH or School Council fundraising events CANNOT be paid 
for online – these will continue to be collected in cash. 

    

PARKING! 

Can I please stress the importance of not 
parking/dropping off children in the church car 
park?  Not only is it an issue of health and safety 
for our children but it also prevents staff from 
parking in the mornings. 
 
We do appreciate parking is limited at the 
beginning of the day and at the end of the day. 
The school is placed in a residential community 
and residents do have the right to be able to 
enter and leave their homes at all times of the 
day, so please be mindful when parking in 
nearby roads.  
 
If you have not already done so, you can collect a 
permit from the school office which will allow 
you to park in the Churchward Road car park free 
of charge during the drop off and pick up times. 

 

Tea Towels – perfect gift 
We are selling tea towels which have your child's portrait printed on it - they would 
make an ideal present for you and your family, at just £4 each.  Please place your 
order via the school office.  



 
 

                            

                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

   REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child 
returns to school, confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

 

Do you know that if your child has a record of 90% 
attendance what it means? 

 Half a day missed every week 
 Nearly four whole weeks of lessons missed in a school year! 
 Half a school year missed over five years! 

 

 

Class Attendance % Lateness% 

Reception 94.7 0.439 
Year 1 97.6 0.403 
Year 2 98.8 0.403 
Year 3 97.4 0.431 
Year 4 100 0.417 
Year 5 98.4 1.613 
Year 6 95.8 1.250 

For this week: - 

The attendance award goes to Y4 & the Quick Start award goes to Y1 & Y2 

 

 

Parents/Carers, please can you telephone the school 
BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will be absent 

from school AND give the reason for that absence.  Please 
ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a 
definitive timescale i.e. there needs to be 48 hours clear 

from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea.  If no 
communication is received by the school regarding your 

child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Jasper Viking Dog! Hilary Robinson 

Working alongside literary consultants and Viking experts, Hilary Robinson fuses 
established facts with belly laugh ideas about life as a Viking. We learn that Vikings were 
keen skiers as well as boat enthusiasts, that wireless technology Bluetooth is named after the 
Viking leader Harald Bluetooth and that Vikings were rather fond of bleaching their hair! 

Told in the form of letters, Charlie Tanner and his dog Jasper want to help the local Viking 
Museum attract more visitors amidst rumours a Roman Museum might be opening in Bogna. 
But the mission has Jasper questioning his own heritage. 

Through Jasper’s enquiring mind and Charlie Tanner’s diligence, the series allows young readers to 
engage with a range of topics in a unique and fascinating way. 

Future titles will see Charlie Tanner and Jasper find out about Everest, Eco Living and more. 

 

A Sprinkle of Sorcery – Michelle Harrison 

A missing sister, a secret island and ... a sprinkle of sorcery. The family curse has been lifted 
and the Widdershins sisters: Betty, Fliss and Charlie are free to leave the misty prison isle of 
Crowstone. But when a mysterious girl arrives at the Poacher's Pocket with a pocketful of 
hagstones and accompanied by a will-o'-the-wisp, it seems another adventure has landed on 
their doorstep. And when Charlie goes missing, it's up to Betty and Fliss to journey through 
misty marches, past wisp catchers and on to a secret island that doesn't exist on any map... 

 

The Highland Falcon Thief - M G leonard & Sam Sedgman 

First stop, The Highland Falcon Thief, a breathless train journey full of deceptions, puzzles 
and clues to solve. Harrison Beck is reluctantly joining his travel-writer Uncle Nat for the 
last journey of the royal train, The Highland Falcon. But as the train makes its way to 
Scotland, a priceless brooch goes missing, and things are suddenly a lot more interesting. 

As suspicions and accusations run high among the passengers, Harrison begins to 
investigate and uncovers a few surprises along the way. Can he solve the mystery of the 
jewel thief and catch the culprit before they reach the end of the line? Hear whispers in the 
dining car, find notes in the library, and unknown passengers among the luggage as you 

help Harrison to solve the mystery aboard one of the world's grandest trains. 


