
 

 

 

 

Friday 18th September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers,     

We have reached the end of another positive week at Sacred Heart. Attendance remains optimistic despite 
the pandemic and the majority of our children have settled completely back into school life. You will have 
received a letter forwarded from the Director of Public Health during the week, stating the present position 
with symptoms and testing very clearly. It is important that you have read this letter. 

Staying on the topic of COVID, the playground remains VERY busy at 8:50am and empty at 9am so once 
again can I ask that you adjust your morning routines to alleviate this pinch point. (We should only see Y1 
and Y2 children in the playground before 8:55 (or siblings of Y1/Y2 pupils) 

We are working hard to make the present staggered start system work. Many schools are insisting on 
parents making multiple drop off and picks ups and not allowing parents through the school gates. We 
believe that having parents in the playground is a safer place to drop off due to limited space outside the 
school perimeter. However, if the timetable continues to be abused then we may have to re-structure. 

Siblings are invited onto the school premises at the earlier time for your convenience but this does not 
mean that they can always go straight into class. As I have said before there is a warren of strategic 
transition systems happening inside the school at the start and end of the day to ensure that bubbles are 
not contaminated. You need to trust that we know what we’re doing and if we ask a class to remain 

outside, there will be a reason. 

At the end of the school day, we have received complaints regarding parents congregating 
with others in groups outside of the playground gates. With the numbers of COVID cases on 
the rise, please can I ask that you arrive at your allocated time, pick your children up and 
leave the playground swiftly, being mindful to socially distance from others around you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year groups Drop off Pick up 

Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 

Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 

Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 

YN & YR 9:15 3:15 



 
Curriculum Newsletter and Year Group Information  

 At this time of year, we normally invite parents in to meet your child’s teachers and support 
staff. For obvious reasons, we are unable to do this, so teachers have prepared an information 
sheet for you with all the key facts about the year included. This will be emailed out to you 
today. 

Along with the overview for the year will be a new style curriculum newsletter sharing the 
learning planned for this first half term.  

School Photographs 

Wednesday 23rd September 2020 

We are very fortunate to be able to invite the photographer into school next week. We have worked on a 
specific risk assessment with Jelly Images to allow this event to take place. However, this 
means there will be changes to usual practice. 

There will unfortunately be no invitation for parents and pre-school children to attend as 
in the past. 

Children will have an individual photograph taken within their class bubble with cleaning 
in between. 

If there is time to facilitate Sacred Heart sibling photographs after all of the individuals have taken place, 
then these will also take place. However, this is not guaranteed. As you can imagine, the logistics of doing 
this safely can only happen with a lot of time – and we may not be able to make it happen.  

Mrs Nichola Day 

Headteacher 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will 
be absent from school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive 
timescale i.e. there needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness 
and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is received by the school regarding your 
child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, confirming 
the dates and reason for their absence. 

 

 

       

 

 

 

Please note that the Friday slot for Y6 is an addition to their Monday session for this half term only. 
Y6 will be taking part in PE sessions with staff from Paignton Academy (PA). This is part of the 
ongoing arrangement we have through our sports partnership with PA. 

Year group We need to dress in our PE kits instead of our uniform on these 
days… 

Y1 Tuesday and Thursday 
Y2 Wednesday 
Y3 Friday 
Y4 Thursday 
Y5 Monday 
Y6 Monday and Friday 

 

 

                      

3.9.20: INSET Day 

4.9.20: INSET Day 

7.9.20: First day of Autumn Term 

23.9.20: Individual photographs (COVID risk 
assessed)  

23.10.20: Break up for the half term holidays 

2.11.20: INSET Day 

3.11.20: Return to school 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 



 

 

Fergal in a Fix! Synopsis 

Fergal is off to Dragon Camp and he's feeling a bit worried. He'll be meeting lots of new dragons and 
trying lots of new things. All he wants is to be the best at everything (even if it means cheating) and 
for everyone to like him (because he's the best), but things don't quite go according to plan. Oh dear, 

Fergal, what a fix! 

 

Cally and Jimmy Twins in Trouble – Zoe Antoniades 

Four stories in one! 

I have a twin brother. Everyone calls him Jimmy, which is sort of the English version of Dimitri, his 
actual Greek name. Our mum's Greek, you see. I'm Cally, short for Calista, which means, I don't want 
to sound big-headed or anything, 'most beautiful'. I'm not sure about Dimitri, but if Dimitri means 

most-annoying-brother-in-the-whole-wide-world, then that's him.  

Join Cally and Jimmy in four hilarious stories, perfect for newly confident readers. They get into scrapes 
together, bake some poisonous cakes, almost ruin their school assembly and finally have a twintastic 
birthday party. 

    

Elsetime – Eve McDonnell 

A thrilling time-slip story set in 1864 and 1928, the plot driven by the great Thames flood of 1928. In 1864 
lives Needle who earns a precarious living by schmocking —digging in the Thames mud banks for buried 
titbits of treasure. When he touches a new found object, Needle gets a physical sense of its age and importance: 
if it is cold it is from the past, and if warm then it is from the future. Each piece speaks to Needle and tells its 
own intriguing story. 

In 1928 Glory, who was born missing a left arm, has lost both parents and is desperate to earn money to help 
pay rent with her sister. She is multi-talented and soon is taken on by The Frippery and Fandangle Emporium. She is 
continually harassed by its owner Mrs Quick, a mean lady who could grace any Dickens' novel. Glory produces 
exquisite little gems— she’s a real artist— but as she is never front of shop the credit for everything is claimed by Mrs 
Quick. 

Connecting the two eras is a mysterious crow with magpie tendencies and when Needle accidentally discovers the 
portal that the crow uses he finds himself face to face with Glory. He is amazed and frightened by the changes he sees. 
His house no longer exists and electric bulbs do not contain candles. The crow travelling between time portals has 
brought Needle bits of an inscription which warns the two friends of an upcoming flood in which fourteen souls will be 
lost, including Glory! Can Needle and Glory change the future? Is there anyone in that snow-shrouded town who will 
LISTEN? 

WARNING: Time travel isn’t something you should try unless you are prepared to face the 
consequences! 


