
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 2nd October 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I’d like to start by saying a big thank you to everyone who has adhered to the wearing 
of face coverings this week. It has been yet another change to get used to for staff, 
parents and children but it has worked well and the majority of people are now 
sticking to their allocated times in the mornings and afternoons, making the school a 
safer place. The children never cease to amaze me at their ability to adapt to change; 

they are so much better at it than us adults.  

Year Three are Trending 

If you haven’t checked out Year Three’s This is Me performance on our 
Facebook page yet, please do. In just over a week it has received 36.9k views, 
with positive comments from all over the country. Thank you to Miss Winsor for her ingenious 
teaching of singing whilst not being able to sing. The children perform the signed version with so 
much enthusiasm and expression that they truly deserve the high praise that they are getting. I 
was lucky enough to witness a live performance last week which was pure joy to watch. Well done 
Year Three.   

Absences 

As you can imagine, school absence is on the rise. Whereas it is imperative that you remain at 
home if you are showing symptoms of COVID-19, children with common colds can still come to 
school. Public Health England have prepared a letter (attached) to further support you in your 
decision making. 

If your child shows symptoms of covid-19 in school, your will be telephoned and asked to collect 
your child. We are unable to accept that your child’s cough is not covid as we are not medical 
professionals and will always have to act on the side of caution.  

 



 

  

 
 

 

Curriculum 

A few parents have asked whether we are doing something new with 
handwriting this year so I thought I’d give an update earlier than planned. Our 
early assessments on return to school showed that one of the very noticeable 
areas of decline has been in the children’s handwriting and overall presentation. 
Handwriting was already due to be a focus of school improvement this year but we’ve changed 
the emphasis slightly so to act quickly in order to introduce a systematic and consistent approach 
from the onset. We are halfway through a four-week trial with a new handwriting programme at 
the moment. The script hasn’t changed considerably from what we have been using for the last 
few years but there have been sone tweaks to some of the methods. Once we have collected 
feedback from the children and staff, we will finalise the plan and share with parents. This will be 
at the start of the second half of the Autumn term. 

 

Contacting your child’s teacher 

If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 2m 
social distancing rules. If it is not urgent, please email your child’s class teacher. 
This will be their surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email contacts were sent out on 
your child’s curriculum overview last week. All general enquiries should be 
emailed to the school office admin@shrcps.org 

 

 
Mrs Nichola Day 

Headteacher 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

23.10.20: Break up for the half term holidays 

2.11.20: INSET Day 

3.11.20: Return to school 

5.11.20: Flu Immunisation for Rec to Y6 children* 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

 

 

*Flu Immunisation – 5th November 2020 

Follow the below link to consent to your child’s vaccination 
now. Even if you do not want your child to receive this 
vaccination, please complete the consent form stating “no” 
consent.  You will also find answers to your FAQ’s on this link.  

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15  

 

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will be absent from 
school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive timescale i.e. there 
needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is 
received by the school regarding your child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, 
confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

The Tindims of Rubbish Island – Sally Gardner 

'What is rubbish today is treasure tomorrow.' 

Discover Rubbish Island which the Tindims have built entirely from things we have thrown 
away. Captain Spoons, Mug, Jug, Brew, Skittle and friends are busy recycling when Ethel 
B Dina is blown out to sea and the Tindims must launch a rescue operation with the help of 
some friendly fish and surprises along the way. 

 

 

The Tigers in the Tower – Julia Golding 

Sahira's family are travelling to England to deliver two majestic Indian tigers to the 
menagerie in the tower of London. But tragedy strikes and sickness steals Sahira's parents 
from her on the journey. Left alone in London, Sarhira finds herself confined to a 
miserable and dangerous orphanage. Despite her heartache and the threats she faces, 
Sahira is determined to carry out her father's last request - to protect God's beautiful 
creatures: her tigers. 

To do so, Sahira must set out on an adventure and use all her powers of persuasion to engage the 
help of some new friends along the way. Can the quest to find her tigers a safe home, lead Sahira to 
find her own place of hope and belonging in this strange and foreign land? 

 

The Invisible Boy – Alyssa Hollingworth 

Twelve-year-old Nadia has discovered a new and dangerous secret: she is lonely. Then two 
things happen that change everything. She meets Eli, who she suspects may be a 
superhero, and she finds a strange letter under the dried juniper branches. The next day 
Nadia gathers her courage to take the letter to Eli. But something about Eli's family is very 
strange. Why doesn't he let her step close to the house? And is her new friend hiding his 
own secrets? 

 


