
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Friday 16th October 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We have reached the end of the penultimate week of the first half term. Everyone has worked so 
hard since September and it’s a joy to see the progress that the children are making.  

Next Friday, we break up for the half term holidays. As things stand today, this 
will be the ‘normal’ week away from school and school will be closed for all 
pupils. There has been a lot of talk from our government about a ‘circuit break’ 
of two weeks but no directive that this is happening. If things change, I will let 
you know immediately.  

School will close on Friday 23rd October and re-open for pupils on Tuesday 1st November. Monday 
31st October is a staff training day where we will be focusing on reducing cognitive overload in our 
pupils and developing the long-term memory. 

Kinetics Sports Group will be running a holiday club at Sacred Heart for the full 
week. If you would like a place for your child, please see their website for 
details. 

https://www.kineticsportsgroup.co.uk/    

 

             Updates 

We have been fortunate not to have any positive cases in school so far; however, we need to be 
prepared for the high likeliness that this will happen at some point. Last Friday, five Torbay 
schools were working with Public Health following positive cases and this week there have been 
more. Secondary schools have been affected the most. 

I thought this was an appropriate time to inform you of what will happen if we get a positive case 
in school. This way, you have all the facts before the event and will not become unnecessarily 
anxious due to social media scaremongering.  

Every school with a covid positive case will operate slightly differently. In fact, even two cases 
within the same educational setting will have different possible outcomes.  A positive case will not 
automatically mean any one route of action. In some situations, there may be no bubble closures 
at all.  



 

  

 
 

IMPORTANT 

If you receive notification that your child is covid positive (C19+), please let the school know 
IMMEDIATELY. If this is out of school hours or over the weekend, please inform me directly via 
email day@shrcps.org 

I will then need to contact you to gain as much information as possible. I am attaching the 
questionnaire that I will be using so that you have it in advance. It is worth reading this now (and 
the contact definition below) and reflecting on your interactions within the last few days to use as 
a guide and practice run. The less people you are interacting with, the better. As of last Friday, 
Torbay remained below the national average but we have caught up with our South West 
neighbours regarding C19 cases. Now is the time for extra vigilance. 

Following the information gathering, a forensic risk assessment meeting will then take place 
between myself, the local authority and Public Health. This process will be undertaken to decide 
on which pupils or staff will need to isolate. This will happen as soon as I have all the information 
on the case. 

Only those identified as having close contact will be required to isolate. In a primary school, this is 
likely to be the whole class bubble.  

Parents will receive letters to keep you informed with what is happening in school but no personal 
details will be given. 

The chart below, defines close contact clearly. 

 face-to-face conversation with someone within 1 metre 
 contact within 1 metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact 
 skin-to-skin physical contact 
 spending more than 15 minutes within 2 metres of someone e.g. travelling in a car or other 

small vehicle with someone, even on a short journey. 
  

Siblings of pupils isolating (and others living in the household) will not be required to isolate as 
they will not have had contact with the C19+ person. They are known as contacts of contacts. 
They will only need to self-isolate if their sibling starts to show symptoms.  

If a bubble were to self-isolate, learning will flip to remote education and be provided by class 
teachers via Google Classrooms. We have switched to Google Classrooms as it is accessible via all 
electronic devices including phones and although ore simplistic to use, provides more scope for 
home learning. We still have a smaller Purple Mash package which we are using to teach 
computing in school and it remains a contact between school and home whilst we switch to 
google fully.  



 

  

 
 

Everyone within the bubble (adult or child) MUST self-isolate for the time directed and cannot 
return to school (or leave their homes) even if they test negative on a test. Clear guidance will be 
given regarding your isolation period based on the information about the C+ case. 

I hope this information alleviates worries rather than heighten them but covid is a reality. It’s 
rapidly increasing and we are continuing to do all we can at Sacred Heart to keep the environment 
as safe as possible. Attendance is remarkably above the national average as the term comes to a 
close and the children are thriving. Thank you for your continuing support during these 
challenging times. We are aware that many families are going through additional hardship at the 
moment, please remember that we are here to help if you need food parcels and if you are 
worried significantly about finances affecting your home, please see below for signposted support.   

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Nichola Day 

Headteacher  

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Are you worried about losing your home? 
 

Anyone can find themselves homeless and 
knowing you may not have somewhere to live can be a scary time. 
  
The first step is to ask for help and Torbay Council’s website has lots 
of information and contact details of charities and organisations that 
can support you in working out the next best steps. 
  
If you are worried that you won’t be able to pay your rent or 
mortgage, or have found yourself living with family or friends, there is 
help out there.  
  
You may have found yourself in a situation where your relationship 
with your family has broken down and you have had to leave, or your 
Landlord has served you with an eviction notice, the sooner you ask 
for help the better. 
  
To see what support there is and who can provide you with advice 
visit: www.torbay.gov.uk/worried-you-might-lose-your-home/ 
 

 

 

Food Parcels  

We are still able to refer families for food parcels. Please contact Mrs 
Nott at nott@shrcps.org if you would like support. We are hoping to get 

the Parent Pantry back up and running soon. 

 

 
 
 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

23.10.20: Break up for the half term holidays 

2.11.20: INSET Day 

3.11.20: Return to school 

5.11.20: Flu Immunisation for Rec to Y6 children* 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

*Flu Immunisation – 5th November 2020 

Follow the below link to consent to your child’s vaccination 
now. Even if you do not want your child to receive this 
vaccination, please complete the consent form stating “no” 
consent.  You will also find answers to your FAQ’s on this link.  

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15  

 

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will be absent from 
school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive timescale i.e. there 
needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is 
received by the school regarding your child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, 
confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

 

As you can imagine, school absence is on the rise. Whereas it is imperative that you remain at 
home if you are showing symptoms of COVID-19, children with common colds can still come to 
school. Public Health England have prepared a letter (attached) to further support you in your 
decision making. 

If your child shows symptoms of covid-19 in school, your will be telephoned and asked to collect 
your child. We are unable to accept that your child’s cough is not covid as we are not medical 
professionals and will always have to act on the side of caution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 2m social distancing 
rules. If it is not urgent, please email your child’s class teacher. This will be their 
surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email contacts were sent out on your child’s curriculum overview last 
week. All general enquiries should be emailed to the school office admin@shrcps.org 

 

 

Just a reminder that ALL school meals should now be being ordered and paid for on 
Sims Pay.   

Orders should no longer be being made in the classroom.   

Menu choices need to be placed by Saturday for the following week.  

In the event of a problem or a requirement for an adhoc meal please contact a 
member of the office staff before 9:15. 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Fox – Isabel Thomas 

In the frost-covered forest of early spring, fox is on a mission to find food for her three 
cubs. As they grow, she teaches them how to survive in the wild. Until one day, fox dies. 
Her body goes back to earth and grass and air, nourishing the world around her and 
bringing the forest to life. Death is not just an end, it is also a beginning. 

 

 

When Life Gives You Mangoes – Kereen Getten 

Nothing much happens in Sycamore, the small village where Clara lives - at least, that's 
how it looks. She loves eating ripe mangoes fallen from trees, running outside in the rainy 
season and escaping to her secret hideout with her best friend Gaynah. There's only one 
problem - she can't remember anything that happened last summer. 

When a quirky girl called Rudy arrives from England, everything starts to change. Gaynah 
stops acting like a best friend, while Rudy and Clara roam across the island and uncover 

an old family secret. As the summer reaches its peak and the island storms begin, Clara's memory 
starts to return and she must finally face the truth of what happened last year. 

 

Lori and Max and the Book Thieves Synopsis 

Since Lori saved Max from kidnapping, their lives have been uneventful. But when 
Max's new phone goes missing from the school cloakroom, it soon becomes clear that 
this isn't an ordinary case of theft. As the pair set about laying a trap for a gang leader, 
Lori uncovers a mystery closer to home in which a missing children's book leads to the 
unmasking of a cheating antique dealer and to hidden information about her own long-
lost parents. 

Exciting, touching and very funny, this is a mystery adventure with a heartwarming and 
down-to-earth child detective duo. 


