
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 9th October 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It is astounding that all the covid-related changes that have been in place since September all 
seem so normal now; staff, parents and children have simply adapted and accepted this new way 
of life. We hear lots of talk about the ‘new normal’ but it never ceases to amaze me a to just how 
adaptable our young children are. They continue to be simply amazing at Sacred Heart and 
embrace change with great maturity. 

Curriculum 

Another change that your child may have mentioned to you since their return to 
school is in their maths lessons. Plymouth CAST have supported us in investing in 
Power Maths this year. Power Maths is an exciting class mastery approach, which has 

been recommended by the Department of Education (DfE), that works for every child.  It is based upon the 
concrete, pictorial and abstract approach.  

Every lesson is divided into sections that involve plenty of discovery, sharing, collaboration, 
practice and reflection. Children are encouraged to solve problems each day through the use of 
concrete resources, pictorial representations and abstract thinking.   

At the heart of this programme is the idea that all children can achieve and be successful 
mathematicians with the right growth mindset.  It promotes five child friendly characters, each 
with their own positive skillset, to inspire and motivate children.  These characters are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

Important Data returns 

The office staff have been working hard on getting the annual data forms out to you and 
organising their returns. It is essential that we receive every single form back to comply with 
GDPR. For those in Years 4, 5 & 6 please complete the correct photographic, film & media consent 
form with 4 questions on it, that went home with your child yesterday!  

Please return your forms by 
Monday to save the admin staff 
having to chase them up.   

 

 

Thank you to those who have 
returned them so promptly. We 
now have a complete set of 
Reception consent forms for 
images so please enjoy a picture 
of our lovely Reception class. 

 

 

Fingers crossed that the sun keeps shining allowing for some quality family time over the 
weekend.  

Take care, 

Mrs Nichola Day  

Headteacher 

                            

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

                      

23.10.20: Break up for the half term holidays 

2.11.20: INSET Day 

3.11.20: Return to school 

5.11.20: Flu Immunisation for Rec to Y6 children* 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

 

 

*Flu Immunisation – 5th November 2020 

Follow the below link to consent to your child’s vaccination 
now. Even if you do not want your child to receive this 
vaccination, please complete the consent form stating “no” 
consent.  You will also find answers to your FAQ’s on this link.  

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15  

 

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will be absent from 
school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive timescale i.e. there 
needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is 
received by the school regarding your child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, 
confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

 

As you can imagine, school absence is on the rise. Whereas it is imperative that you remain at 
home if you are showing symptoms of COVID-19, children with common colds can still come to 
school. Public Health England have prepared a letter (attached) to further support you in your 
decision making. 

If your child shows symptoms of covid-19 in school, your will be telephoned and asked to collect 
your child. We are unable to accept that your child’s cough is not covid as we are not medical 
professionals and will always have to act on the side of caution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 
2m social distancing rules. If it is not urgent, please email your child’s 
class teacher. This will be their surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email 
contacts were sent out on your child’s curriculum overview last week. 
All general enquiries should be emailed to the school office 
admin@shrcps.org 

 

 

Just a reminder that ALL school meals should now be being ordered and paid for 
on Sims Pay.  Orders should no longer be being made in the classroom.  Menu 
choices need to be placed by Saturday for the following week. In the event of a 
problem or a requirement for an adhoc meal please contact a member of the 
office staff before 9:15. 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

What We'll Build – Oliver Jeffers 

A father and daughter set about laying the foundations for their life together. Using 
their own special tools, they get to work; building memories to cherish, a home to 
keep them safe and love to keep them warm.  

 

 

Pirate Stew – Neil Gaiman 

Meet LONG JOHN McRON, SHIP'S COOK . . . and the most unusual babysitter 
you've ever seen. 

Long John has a whole crew of wild pirates in tow, and - for two intrepid children - he's 
about to transform a perfectly ordinary evening into a riotous adventure beneath a 
pirate moon. It's time to make some PIRATE STEW. 

Marvellously silly and gloriously entertaining, this tale of pirates, flying ships, donut 
feasts and some rather magical stew is perfect for all pirates, both young and old. Joyful, quirky and 
action-packed, with a deliciously rhyming text.   

 

The Night Bus Hero - Onjali Q. Raúf 

'The boy's an absolute menace.' 'He's a bully. A lost cause!' 'Why can't he be more like 
his sister?'  

I've been getting into trouble for as long I can remember. Usually I don't mind 'cos some of 
my best, most brilliant ideas have come from sitting in detention. But recently it feels like no 
one believes me about anything - even when I'm telling the truth! And it's only gotten worse 

since I played a prank on the old man who lives in the park. Everyone thinks I'm just a bully. They 
don't believe I could be a hero. But I'm going to prove them all wrong...  

Told from the perspective of a bully, this book explores themes of bullying and homelessness, 
while celebrating kindness, friendship and the potential everyone has to change for the good. 


