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Peace be with you
AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Facreditarelutar.com.br%2Findex.php%2Ftag%2Fdia-de-visita%2F&psig=AFQjCNEq4oyu8Htm8KSwEl3mz6HwqxqmfA&ust=1505293309139299


Yesterday was the first Sunday of Advent

Advent is a special time when we get ready for the 
coming  of Jesus. It is very exciting when we know 

someone is coming to visit us. We make sure that we are 
ready when they come. Today we are going to think 

about what it means to be welcoming, and how we get 
ready to welcome Jesus.
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Our Advent Wreath is a circular shape. A circle has no 
beginning and no end. The circular shape of the Advent 
Wreath is used to symbolize God the Father and eternal 
life. The wreath holds five candles which are lit over the 

four weeks of Advent.
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Today we light the

first candle which

symbolizes hope

and reminds us

that Jesus is

coming.

We light our candle to 
remind us of Christ’s 

presence with us as we 
gather…

In the name of the 
Father…
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1. From heaven you came, 
helpless babe,
Entered our world, 
your glory veiled;
Not to be served but to serve,
And give your life that 
we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.

2. There in the garden of tears,
My heavy load he chose to bear;
His heart with sorrow was torn,
'Yet not my will but yours,' 
he said.
This is our God, the Servant King,

3. Come, see his hands and his feet,
The scars that speak of sacrifice,
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God, the Servant King,

4. So let us learn how to serve,
And in our lives enthrone him;
Each other's needs to prefer,
For it is Christ we're serving.

This is our God, the Servant King,



Loving God, You sent your son Jesus into 

the world to show us how to live. Help us 

be ready when he comes. Help us to make 

all visitors feel welcome and cared for.  

Amen.



You give us a reason to hope. Lord have mercy. 
LORD HAVE MERCY

You lead us on our journey of preparation. Christ have
mercy. 
CHRIST HAVE MERCY

You promise to show us the way. Lord have mercy.
LORD HAVE MERCY



Alleluia



A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew

Glory to you, Lord

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ



Alleluia



Let us take time to reflect 
on God’s Word today.

Open your hands on your lap as a sign
you are open to God’s Word.



I wonder what you heard in 
the Gospel today?

The gospel story is telling us 
that we must be ready when 
Jesus comes again, but that 
we cannot be exactly sure 
when it will be so we must 
try to be ready all the time.



How does it feel to go somewhere 
for the first time?

What would you like others do to 
make you feel welcome if you were 
going somewhere new?

How can we make other people 
feel welcome?

Jesus asks us to be ready when He 
comes again. How can we get 
ready for Jesus in our lives?



Our liturgy today explores our school’s gospel 
value of kindness. 

As a school we know that 

‘Everyone is Sacred’

We understand that everyone is special and we 
treat everyone equally. This includes welcoming 
others into our school community and sharing 

our message with them. 



For today’s ritual response we want each class to 
think about how we can welcome others.

Each class will collect a door hanger
that you can place on your 
classroom door.  

On the door hanger you can

Think of ways that we can 

welcome visitors into our

school and classrooms.



God asks us to be ready so that we can welcome Jesus when he 
comes. Together we ask for God’s help. 

We pray for all people around the world who are alone, frightened 
or have had to leave their homes because of fighting: that they may 
be welcomed by others and may see their families again. 
Lord, in your mercy… 
Lord hear our prayer 

We pray for people who are travelling to visit others or who have a 
long or difficult journey ahead; that they may arrive safely and may 
receive a warm welcome.
Lord in your mercy... 
Lord hear our prayer 

We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may always be 
welcoming to others and that we may share what we have with those 
who are in need.
Lord in your mercy... 
Lord hear our prayer 



Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening, in the 
silence of our hearts, let us share our own unspoken 

prayers with him.

Lord in your mercy…

Lord hear our prayer 



Our Father
Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On  earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses.
As we forgive those who 
trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil.
Amen.

We bring all our prayers to the Lord as we say together the prayer he taught us:



Let us pray together

Generous God, we give thanks for all 
those people who have visited us. 
Help us to welcome the people we 
meet in life, no matter who they are 
or where they come from.
Amen. 



This week..
Think about how you welcome others in our 

school. Your friends, your teachers and special 
visitors. Someone might need your smile and 

kind words. Show kindness and be that person 
who makes someone feel welcome.



Our liturgy has ended, 
go in the peace of Christ.

THANKS BE TO GOD


