
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 8 January 2021 

Wow! What a week. Only on Monday we welcomed a full school back for the Spring 
term only to find that it quickly became the shortest return ever. Thank you for your 
patience and understanding with the time taken to make decisions this week. 

As we arrive at the end of the week, we can all take a deep breath and congratulate 
ourselves on making it to the weekend. It has been a busy and stressful week for parents 
and staff alike. The children as always astound me with their resilience and ability to 
embrace change. 

We presently have just under one hundred children in school. We are very much open 
for almost half of our pupils. Sadly, the other half are at home but this time around we 
know this is the final push and there will be happier, safer times ahead. All pupils at 
home will be fully supported by their class teacher and teaching assistants. 

Engagement in lessons has grown over the week but we are far from having 100% 
commitment to the remote learning. The guidance clearly states that ‘education is not 
optional’ and rightly so. We are working to make the switch to remote and straight 
forward as possible. There are many improvements this time around; the main one being 
our increased capacity for loaning digital devices out to your homes. It is a shame that it 
has taken this long for the government to subsidise this under-funded area, but the 
school has never been so well resourced for hardware. 

You should have by now received an email to collect your device (if requested). If you 
have requested a device but your child is in school, we have obviously prioritised those 
who are at home. We will not be providing chrome books to those presently working in 
school. If you have requested a device and your child is not presently in school, please 
get in touch as it is quite possible that I’ve simply missed your name out. 

Early next week we will be doing a stationery station (exercise books, pens, pencils) and 
will be sorting Accelerated Reader books for KS2 children. Further information will 
follow as to how this will be organised. KS1 children have access to reading through 
Oxford Owl. 



 

  

 
 

You will also receive an overview of Sacred Heart’s updated Remote Education Plan 
with clear guidelines for year group expectations. 

Please note that each day will be starting with a register (google forms) that should be 
completed by you or your child, depending on age. This will show that you have logged 
in and read the daily plan. Whatever work is set by the teachers for that day will be 
expected to be turned in. Feedback can then be given. When work is not being turned in 
and children are not engaging, staff will phone home to check in and support you with 
the challenges you are facing. 

It was not an easy decision to temporarily close the breakfast and after school clubs as I 
know many of you rely on it but it was a necessity. Both clubs will re-open when 
lockdown is lifted. 

Finally, can I say a huge thank you for all the messages of support that we have received 
as a school. I have been sharing them with the staff and it has given everyone a boost. A 
special thank you to whoever sent the boxes of Ben’s Bakes anonymously. We have felt 
truly supported by many parents. 

Enjoy your weekend. 

Keep safe and take care, 

Nichola Day 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
Y6 Miss Simpson: simpson@shrcps.org 

Y5 Mr Allen-Wicks: allen-wicks@shrcps.org 

Y4 Mrs Flintham and Mrs Ricketts flintham@shrcps.org / ricketts@shrcps.org 

Y3 Miss Winsor winsor@shrcps.org 

Y2 Mrs Kerr kerr@shrcps.org 

Y1 Mrs Pascoe and Mrs Dickinson pascoe@shrcps.org / dickinson@shrcps.org 

YR Mrs Pancott pancott@shrcps.org 

Nursery: Ms Myers and Mrs Berry myers@shrcps.org / berry@shrcps.org 

Teachers are also contactable via Google Classrooms 

 

Please note that the school lunch menu has changed from Monday 11th January 2021.   

If your child is in school and would like a school meal, please ensure that you have ordered and paid if 
applicable, via Sims Pay.  

Orders can no longer be made in the classroom.  

Menu choices for your child need to be placed by the Saturday for the following week but can be made 
in advance.  (In the event of a problem or a requirement for an ad-hoc meal please contact a member 
of the office staff before 9:15.)  If no contact has been made and your child does not have a school 
meal ordered by yourselves or a packed lunch with them, a member of the school office will call you to 
bring in a packed lunch for them. 

If you, have not registered with Sims Pay, please contact the school office to request an invitation 
code. 

Emails have been sent to you if you are entitled to benefits related free school meals for your child, 
regarding your entitlement during the National Lockdown. 

 

Food Parcels  We are still able to refer families for food parcels. Please contact 

Mrs Nott at nott@shrcps.org if you would like support.  



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

STARTING 
PRIMARY SCHOOL IN 

SEPTEMBER 2021? 
 

If your child was born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017, they will be due to start at primary 
school from September 2021.  

Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021. 

What do I need?   

Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803 208908. 

Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk.  

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:  

• You already have an older child at school  

• Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school  

• You have completed a registration form at a primary school  

•You have sent in a supplementary form to a primary school. 

Due to Coronavirus restrictions, Torbay Council are currently unable to process paper forms 
posted to their offices. Please download any application you need to make, complete 
electronically and send to them by email: pupil.services@torbay.gov.uk. If you find it difficult to 
contact them by phone, please email them with your queries and they will do their best to give 
you a prompt reply. 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

What Did the Tree See? - Charlotte Guillain 

Told in gentle rhyming verse, this beautiful non-fiction picture book follows the story of an oak 
tree on a hilltop as it witnesses life changing around it over the course of hundreds of years. 

From the time when hunters chased deer through the woodland, to when trees were cleared 
for farmland, to the smog and factories emerging during the industrial revolution. One 
majestic oak has seen it all, and now we can too. 

Accompanying pages at the end of the book include a timeline of events in world history 
across the periods featured in the poem, the life cycle of an oak tree, and prompts to help 
parents and children explore their own local history. 

 

 Everdark – Abi Elphinstone 

Where the map ends, the adventure begins . . . It is midnight in Crackledawn - a 
midnight full of magic. Sea dragons stir in the depths of the ocean, silver whales surface 
beneath the moon and sand goblins line the shores. Everyone is waiting for the phoenix, 
the guardian of the kingdom's magic, to rise up from the forests of Everdark. But there is 
no sign of the phoenix tonight. Something else surges up out of Everdark instead: a 
harpy bent on stealing Crackledawn's magic. It is up to an eleven-year-old girl called 
Smudge and a grumpy monkey called Bartholomew to set sail beyond the legendary 
Northswirl and stop the harpy before it's too late. So, grab your compass and roll down 
your sail - the first adventure in THE UNMAPPED CHRONICLES is about to begin . . . 

 

 

The Perfect Parent Project - Stewart Foster 

THINGS MY PERFECT PARENTS MUST HAVE: 

1. A mega mansion like the ones footballers live in 
 
2. A garage wall with a basketball hoop 
 
3. No gerbils 
 
4. Holidays to Disneyland 
 

All Sam wants is a family of his own, a home instead of a 'house' and parents he 
knows will still be there when he wakes up. Because Sam has been in and out of 
foster care his whole life and he can't imagine ever feeling like he truly belongs. Then 
his best friend Leah suggests that rather than wait for a family to come to him, he 
should go out and find one. So begins The Perfect Parent Project ... But Sam may just 
discover that family has a funny way of finding you. 

 


