
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 20 November 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

It’s hard to believe that we are almost half-way through the second half of the Autumn term. Normally at 
this time of year, the sound of Christmas is coming from every classroom; it feels so silent this year. Please 
rest assured that we are looking into alternative ways to celebrate Advent and Christmas with you.  

Speaking of changing times, this week saw the first Sacred Heart virtual Parents’ Evenings. Feedback from 
staff has been positive and I will be seeking your views over the coming weeks. If you missed your 
appointment, your child’s class teacher will be in touch to arrange a new date, either by Google Meet or 
phone – whichever you prefer. It is important that we touch base with every parent. 

 

Covid 

There are a growing number of parents waiting outside the back gates at the end of the day. This is 
becoming a transmission risk due to children bubble mixing outside of their year groups and parents having 
to move within 2m to get through. We are going to extreme lengths to keep the bubbles apart during the 
day and would appreciate your support keeping them apart when school finishes. We are still, after all, in a 
national lockdown. 

This is not school being difficult; this is school trying to keep their pupils, staff and community safe from 
covid. To dispel some myths, please read the ‘close contact’ definition below. 

 

What does this look like in our context? 

These are not lockdown rules. These are universal ‘close contact’ definitions from Public Health England.  



 

  

 
 

If you breach any of the four definitions below, and a close contact tests positive, you or your child will 
be asked to self-isolate for 14 days as part of track and trace. 

Face to face 
contact within 1 
metre 
 
 
 

Chatting with another parent within 1m (even if both wearing masks). 
 
Two children (of differing bubbles) chatting and playing together outside of the 
school gate or in the playground following pick up. 
 
Passing an item to someone. It’s not just about the sanitisation: to pass 
something you need to be within 1m and the likeliness is that you will talk 
whilst doing so. 
Arriving at school early and hovering outside chatting. 
 
Accepting a lift and chatting. 
 
Chatting through an open car window 
 
Walking through the Church carpark/lane chatting in groups outside of your 
family bubble/class bubble. 
 
Getting too close to a member of staff to talk to them. It MUST be 2m+ 
 

Contact within 1 
metre for one 
minute or 
longer without 
face to face. 

Standing too close to someone in the playground/outside the gate – without 
chatting. 
 
Too many parents/children trying to leave the playground gate at the same 
time.  
 
Arriving at school early and hovering outside the playground in the 
lane/road/carpark. People waiting alongside you. 
 
Entering the school foyer whilst there are already people in there. This breach 
has been reported by parents picking up from After School Club.  
 

Skin to skin 
physical contact 

This is not only touching and hugging but squeezing past one another in the 
playground/gate/lane. 
 
Children from differing bubbles playing ‘tag’ in the playground at the end of 
the day / in the road outside of the back gate. 

Spending more 
than 15 minutes 
within 2m of 
someone 

Bus journeys, car journeys, visiting a friend’s house. 
Having a classmate round for dinner/party. They may be in the same bubble as 
your child but you are increasing the risk and exposing more people. 
Sitting with fellow parents whilst your children play – even outside. 

 

This is not an exhaustive list but examples of things which could require you or your child/family to have 
to self-isolate for 14 days. All of the above have been witnessed at some point since September.  

 

 



 

  

 
 

Childcare bubbles during lockdown 

A childcare support bubble should be carefully 
thought out. They are sometimes essential which 
is why the guidance allowed them.  It cannot be a 
different person (family) every night as you can 
only have one family in your support bubble. If 
you have agreed to be someone’s support bubble 
then you must only do this for one family. You 
cannot be a support for multiple families. 

 

Implications. What you need to think about… 

If you agree to collect/drop off a child and they test positive, you and your children will need to self-isolate 
for two weeks. 

If that child goes back to your house, anyone they come into contact within your family, your whole family 
will need to self-isolate for 14 days. 

When you widen your bubble, you increase your risk. 

 

Items from Home 

Anything that needs to be passed into school via the playground will be now done so via a box to minimise 
transmission risk. Mrs Nott and I will keep the box near the gate. 

Can I also remind you that if you have to speak to your child’s teacher/adult, please ensure that you are at 
least 2m away. It’s further than you think. Please do not be offended if we step back or remind you. It’s a 
two-way risk. You don’t want to have to self-isolate as you have been too close to a positive case any more 
than staff do.  

 

Illness 

What we have learned over the past few weeks is that covid symptoms are not just high temperature, loss 
of taste and smell or persistent cough. They come in many guises – and most concerning, many have no 
symptoms at all.  

If your child becomes unwell whilst in school, they will be isolated and the sent home. We cannot take any 
risks and need to protect the staff, pupils and wider community. We ask for your support with this - as 
inconvenient as this may be for you - and for to collect your children in a timely manner and follow the 
advice given. We know that not all children who are poorly have covid but we must all act responsibly. Not 
all children will need to be tested for covid however for those that do, covid tests are now readily available 
in Torbay and in most cases have a very quick turnaround. With a negative result staff and pupils can be 
back in school within 24 hours, with all parties reassured.  



 

  

 
 

 If your child is unwell at home, please keep them at home until they are well. If they are well enough to 
work, remote learning will be sent home for them. 

 

 

Apologies for what seems like a long list of dos and don’ts but with so much conflicting advice around and 
so much at stake, I felt that it was time for a refresh and reality check. Thank you for all you have done and 
continue to do to support the school in keeping safe and open.  

 

Take care, 

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

 
 
Mrs Day 
Headteacher  

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

Food Parcels  

We are still able to refer families for food parcels. Please contact Mrs 
Nott at nott@shrcps.org if you would like support.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

18.12.20 School Christmas Lunch 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

Flu Immunisation – 10th December 2020 

 The Flu Immunisation Nurse Team will re-visit our school on 
Thursday 10th December to give the flu vaccine to those 
children for whom consent is held but were absent on Thursday 
19th November.   

Also, for those who would like their child to have the vaccine 
but haven’t previously registered, the link has been reopened.  

If you would like your child to have the vaccine, please register 
using this following link  –  https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

STARTING PRIMARY SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2021? 
If your child was born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017, they will be due to start at 
primary school from September 2021.  

Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021. 

What do I need?   

Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803 208908. 

Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk.  

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:  

• You already have an older child at school  

• Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school  

• You have completed a registration form at a primary school  

• You have sent in a supplementary form to a primary school. 

Due to Coronavirus restrictions, Torbay Council are currently unable to process paper forms posted to their 
offices. Please download any application you need to make, complete electronically and send to them by 
email: pupil.services@torbay.gov.uk. If you find it difficult to contact them by phone, please email them  
with your queries and they will do their best to give you a prompt reply. 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15  

 

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will be absent from 
school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive timescale i.e. there 
needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is 
received by the school regarding your child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

REMEMBER to also send in a letter when your child returns to school, 
confirming the dates and reason for their absence. 

As you can imagine, school absence is on the rise.  

If your child shows symptoms of covid-19 in school, your will be telephoned and asked to collect 
your child. We are unable to accept that your child’s cough is not covid as we are not medical 
professionals and will always have to act on the side of caution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Virtual After School Club 
 
Every weekday at 5pm until the end of term (18 December), the Youth Sport Trust will be 
running a 30-minute online club for all children and young people to do some sport, develop 
skills and, most importantly, have fun! 
 
The online club will be run by YST Athlete Mentors, the first of which will be with the world’s 
number one female inline skater and ten times British Champion, Jenna Downing. 
 
For all information about this FREE opportunity go to: 
 
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub   
 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 2m 
social distancing rules. If it is not urgent, please email your child’s class teacher. This will be their 
surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email contacts were sent out on your child’s curriculum overview last 
week. All general enquiries should be emailed to the school office admin@shrcps.org 

 

 

Please note that ALL school meals should now be being ordered and paid for on Sims 
Pay.   

Orders can no longer be made in the classroom.  

Menu choices for your child need to be placed by the Saturday for the following 
week but can be made in advance.  (In the event of a problem or a requirement for an 
ad-hoc meal please contact a member of the office staff before 9:15.)  If no 
contact has been made and your child does not have a school meal ordered by 
yourselves or a packed lunch with them, a member of the school office will call you to 
bring in a packed lunch for them. 

If you, have not registered with Sims Pay, please contact the school office to 
request an invitation code. 



 

  

 
 

 

Woodland Dreams Synopsis 

Woodland Dreams Synopsis 

Woodland Dreams – Karen Jameson 
It's time for everyone to say goodnight. From the fox curling up in her den to the 
turtle dozing off in his shell, Woodland Dreams will send your little one off to sleep 
with a gentle and loving goodnight. The lyrical text is perfect for bedtime read-
alouds, engaging little readers with beautiful illustrations and a cozy rhyming 
narrative. 

 

 

  

The Wolf Wilder – Katherine Rundell  
Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of Russia, in a house full of food and 
fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. Feodora's mother is a 
wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training. A wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal tamer: 
it is a person who teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves, and to fight and to run, and to 
be wary of humans. When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens her very 
existence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the run. What follows is a story of revolution 
and adventure, about standing up for the things you love and fighting back. And, of course, 
wolves. 

 

 

The Deep Blue Between – Ayesha Harruna Attah 
 

Twin sisters Hassana and Husseina's home is in ruins after a brutal raid. But this is not 
the end but the beginning of their story, one that will take them to unfamiliar cities and 
cultures, where they will forge new families, ward off dangers and truly begin to know 
themselves. As the twins pursue separate paths in Brazil and the Gold Coast of West 
Africa, they remain connected through shared dreams of water. But will their fates ever 
draw them back together? 

A sweeping adventure with richly evocative historical settings, The Deep Blue Between is 
a moving story of the bonds that can endure even the most dramatic change. 


