
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 4 December 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

December has arrived and with it a feeling of joy and hope at Sacred Heart. We have had a festive 
start to the month as we explore Advent in preparation for Christmas. Thank you to all the staff 
who stayed behind on Monday night to put up trees and decorate the classrooms so that the first 
day of the month could be marked with awe, wonder and a little bit of Christmas magic. Thank 
you also to Val Sutton who gave his time to help secure our beautiful Christmas tree in the 
playground. We chose to put our tree outside this year as the hall is so infrequently used at the 
moment and this way we can enjoy it as a symbol of hope for the whole Sacred Heart community.  

As there can be no Advent service this year in Church, or Early Years Nativity, we have been 
getting creative with how we can share the Christmas story with you. The plan (if it works) is for 
each class to showcase a different part of the Nativity. I plan to 
release a different part each day in the run up to Christmas but as 
with all technology, things don’t always go to plan. 

In the meantime, please enjoy our online advent calendar ‘Advent 
Actions of Kindness’. Each day, a child is nominated to take an 
action card from the jar and encourage others to do kind deeds 
throughout Advent. Well done to Ruby, Aine, Guillermo and Ollie 
for being nominated by their teachers this week.  

 

Christmas Cards 

We have found a safe way for children to send Christmas cards if they wish to this year. Each 
bubble has their own post box for cards. If your child brings cards into school, they must post 
them into the post box where they will remain until the end of term. The last posting day will be 
Tuesday 15th December. This gives the cards 72 hours to quarantine before being distributed on 
the last day of term. 

Christmas Gifts 

A few parents have asked about whether staff can receive cards and gifts this Christmas. Whereas 
gifts are genuinely never expected, I do understand that some of you want to give. Gifts can be 



 

  

 
 

taken into class and quarantined in the same way as cards. Please never feel obligated to buy 
presents, the power of a kind message goes a long way. Staff have asked me similar questions 
regarding giving cards and small gifts to the children and the rules apply both ways: quarantine 
first and lots of hand washing before safe distribution.   

Christmas Jumpers 

Children are invited to wear Christmas jumpers on 
Friday 11th December for what has now become a 
national annual event. If you do not have a Christmas 
jumper, do not feel obliged to go out and buy one, 
children can simply wear their own clothes with a bit 
of festive tinsel. It is a non-uniform day so no school 
trousers or skirts necessary.  If you would like to 
donate a £1 for charity, this will be most welcomed; 
however once again, there is no obligation. Raising money for those less fortunate has always 
been a big part of Sacred Heart but I am very aware that many people are facing financial 
difficulties at this time.  

Covid 

We are succeeding in making this Christmas feel special in school, however there is no getting 
away from the fact that we are still in the middle of a global pandemic.  

Without sounding too much like the Grinch, it is my responsibility to remind you that covid is still 
very much here and even though there is light at the end of the tunnel with the vaccine going live 
next week, we still have a long journey ahead. 

Following a headteacher briefing yesterday for Torbay heads there are some key headlines, I 
would like to share. 

The lockdown has had a positive impact on Torbay. The cases are dropping daily and the second 
wave is easing. During November Public Health in Torbay were dealing with around 80 positive 
cases a day, this week is it around 5 a day and hospitalisation is beginning to level off. 
Transmission in Torbay has predominantly been through households and community outbreaks.  

Thursday 10th December is a key date on the calendar. If you come into contact with a positive 
case after this date, you will be self-isolating on Christmas Day. Please be extra mindful of all your 
interactions whether shopping, in the playground, park or any kind of socialising. Despite Advent 
being an exciting time in school, we remain vigilant in our covid procedures, particularly the 
bubble separation.  

The second element of concern is the widening of bubbles over the Christmas period itself leading 
to a potential third wave in January. The key covid message for the Christmas holidays is to 
protect the ones you love. Christmas doesn’t change covid. There will be great excitement 



 

  

 
 

regarding the five days of being able to extend your bubble but we must all remain vigilant. Enjoy 
Christmas but adhere to hands-face-space where you can. Everything we choose to do has a 
consequence. Being careful means that we reap the rewards of lower transmission rates.  

I will be ‘on call’ to receive any alerts of covid cases throughout the holidays. With the quick turn 
around of testing now in place, if I’ve not heard from any parents by Monday 21st, the likeliness is 
that we will all be safe from self-isolation for Christmas. It is essential for track and trace purposes 
that I am alerted of any positive cases as soon as possible via day@shrcps.org . This is for the 
entire holidays as positive cases will have implications for returns in January too.  

I have attached the national Christmas guidance for reference.   

Finally, it was made clear from the local authority that anyone choosing to stay off school for the 
last week of term as a precautionary measure would be classed as an unauthorised absence. It 
was reported that some local schools have offered this but it was overruled and we must adhere 
to DfE directives.   

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Please keep in your thoughts the Y4 children who will be in 
church tomorrow for a private event as they receive the 
Sacrament of reconciliation for the first time in preparation 
for receiving their First Holy Communion next Saturday. 

Please bless 

Franki-Mai, Alan, Lennie, Adrian, Ariahna, Jessica, Poppy, 
Owen, Preston, Michal. 

 

 

Thank you to those of you who supported this year’s poppy 
appeal. We raised a staggering £250.94 

 

 

 

 

Parent Pantry 

Thank you for all your donations over the past few weeks. It is incredibly humbling to see the 
amount of food being donated and it is being well-used by those in need.  



 

  

 
 

If any of our families are struggling financially due to covid restrictions, lockdowns and tiers, 
please do let us know. We are able to make food referrals and have some resources of our own to 
support you. 

Take care and look after yourselves, 

Mrs Nichola Day 

 

Take care, 

Mrs Day 
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

Food Parcels  We are still able to refer families for food parcels. Please contact 

Mrs Nott at nott@shrcps.org if you would like support.  

 
 

 

 

10.11.20 Flu Immunisations 

11.12.20 Christmas Jumper Day 

12.12.20 First Holy Communion 

18.12.20 School Christmas Lunch 

18:12:20 Fosh RaffleDraw 

18.12.20: Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

Flu Immunisation – 10th December 2020 

 The Flu Immunisation Nurse Team will re-visit our school on Thursday 10th 
December to give the flu vaccine to those children for whom consent is held 

but were absent on Thursday 19th November.   

Also, for those who would like their child to have the vaccine but haven’t previously registered, 
the link has been reopened.  

If you would like your child to have the vaccine, please register using this following link  –  
https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/flu/2020/devon 

 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
If you urgently need to speak to a member of staff, please adhere to the 2m 
social distancing rules. If it is not urgent, please email your child’s class teacher. 
This will be their surname@shrcps.org.  Exact email contacts were sent out on your child’s 
curriculum overview last week. All general enquiries should be emailed to the school office 
admin@shrcps.org 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

Torbay Council is conducting a school travel survey to help inform future transport investment. Online 
questionnaires are being issued to gather specific information on travel and transport matters.  The council 
have developed a separate questionnaire for the parent/carers of pupils at our school to complete. We 
would be grateful if you could complete it.  Responses are anonymous. This questionnaire can be accessed 
from the following link: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/YMSPTA/  

The survey will close on Friday 11 December 2020. 

 

 

 

We are going ONLINE!  

The coaches at Kinetic Sports Group are going to be running live fitness sessions which will be taking place 
weekdays after school via Zoom for only £1.50 per session. 
 
How do I sign up? 
1) Create an account (If you haven't already created one). 
2) Click on the link or visit our website https://www.kineticsportsgroup.co.uk/schools/active-at-home 
3) Download the Zoom app on a device.  
4) You will receive the link and password at 3:30pm on the day of the class.    
 
If you have any questions or need additional information regarding the online fitness sessions, please feel free to 
contact me via email or phone.  
 
We look forward to seeing you via zoom for an intense workout! 
Info@kineticsportsgroup.co.uk 
07925115413 
 
 

Virtual After School Club 
 
Every weekday at 5pm until the end of term (18 December), the Youth Sport Trust will be 
running a 30-minute online club for all children and young people to do some sport, develop 
skills and, most importantly, have fun! 
 
The online club will be run by YST Athlete Mentors, the first of which will be with the world’s 
number one female inline skater and ten times British Champion, Jenna Downing. 
 
For all information about this FREE opportunity go to: 
 
https://www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub   
 



 

  

 
 

 

Please note that ALL school meals should now be being ordered and paid for on Sims Pay.   

Orders can no longer be made in the classroom.  

Menu choices for your child need to be placed by the Saturday for the following week but can be made 
in advance.  (In the event of a problem or a requirement for an ad-hoc meal please contact a member 
of the office staff before 9:15.)  If no contact has been made and your child does not have a school 
meal ordered by yourselves or a packed lunch with them, a member of the school office will call you to 
bring in a packed lunch for them. 

If you, have not registered with Sims Pay, please contact the school office to request an invitation 
code. 

 

STARTING PRIMARY SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2021? 
If your child was born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017, they will be due to start at primary 
school from September 2021.  

Apply online between 1 November 2020 and 15 January 2021. 

What do I need?   

Obtain a copy of TIPS8 guidance at www.torbay.gov.uk, or from Torbay Council on 01803 208908. 

Apply online between 1 November 2020 - 15 January 2021 at www.torbay.gov.uk.  

You still have to apply for a place for your child even if:  

• You already have an older child at school  

• Your child attends a nursery attached to a primary school  

• You have completed a registration form at a primary school  

•You have sent in a supplementary form to a primary school. 

Due to Coronavirus restrictions, Torbay Council are currently unable to process paper forms posted to their offices. Please download any application 
you need to make, complete electronically and send to them by email: pupil.services@torbay.gov.uk. If you find it difficult to contact them by phone, 
please email them with your queries and they will do their best to give you a prompt reply. 



 

  

 
 

 

 Year groups Drop off Pick up 
Y1 & Y2 8:45 2:45 
Y3 & Y4 8:55 2:55 
Y5 & Y6 9:05 3:05 
YN & YR 9:15 3:15  

Please can you telephone the school BEFORE 09:30 to inform that your child will 
be absent from school AND give the reason for that absence.   

Please ring EACH DAY that your child is absent, unless there is a definitive 
timescale i.e. there needs to be 48 hours clear from the last bout of sickness 
and/or diarrhea.  If no communication is received by the school regarding your 
child’s absence parents may receive a visit. 

Illness 

What we have learned over the past few weeks is that covid symptoms are not just high temperature, loss 
of taste and smell or persistent cough. They come in many guises – and most concerning, many have no 
symptoms at all.  

If your child becomes unwell whilst in school, they will be isolated and then sent home. We cannot take 
any risks and need to protect the staff, pupils and wider community. We ask for your support with this - as 
inconvenient as this may be for you - and for to collect your children in a timely manner and follow the 
advice given. We know that not all children who are poorly have covid but we must all act responsibly. Not 
all children will need to be tested for covid however for those that do, covid tests are now readily available 
in Torbay and in most cases have a very quick turnaround. With a negative result staff and pupils can be 
back in school within 24 hours, with all parties reassured.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Community Public Health Nursing 0-19 will be coming into school in the new year to 
carry out height and weight checks for our Reception & Y6 children. If you would like to 
opt out, you will need to contact Public Health Nursing (Torbay) by 18th December 2020.  

See the email sent out last week for further information. 



 

  

 
 

 

 Robobaby – David Wiesner 

When a new baby is delivered to a family of robots, the adults are flummoxed by technical 
difficulties. Big sister to the rescue! 

 

 

The Three Wishes – Alan Snow 

A young boy is herding his family's reindeer when they are drawn into a mysterious cave. 
The cave is the holder of eternal summer, looked after by three strange characters - a 
wooden creature, a bird and a fish. Once entered, the cave cannot be left without time in 
the outside world standing still. In his sadness at not being able to leave, the boy is 
granted three wishes and chooses freedom, happiness and time. He is told that they will 
all be granted - eventually. 

After the first year of working hard in the summer cave, the boy is allowed to see his 
family in the outside world. Time stands still as he visits his parents, and he leaves gifts 
behind to show that he has visited. As the years go by, this annual visit continues and he 
begins to call on not only his parents, but more and more other families... and Christmas 
traditions as we know them, start to be created. 

 

 

The Wolf Wilder – Katherine Rundell  

Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of Russia, in a house full of food and 
fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. Feodora's mother is 
a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training. A wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal 
tamer: it is a person who teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves, and to fight and to 
run, and to be wary of humans. When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens 
her very existence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the run. What follows is a story of 
revolution and adventure, about standing up for the things you love and fighting back. And, of 
course, wolves. 

 

 

A Darkness of Dragons – S A Patrick 

 

In a world of dragons, song spells, pipers and battles... Patch Brightwater is a boy in disgrace. 
Thrown in jail for playing a forbidden spell, he is no one's idea of a hero. But then he 
discovers a deadly truth - the evil Piper of Hamelyn is on the loose. 

With the help of Wren, a girl cursed to live as a rat, and Barver, a fire-breathing dracogriff, 
Patch must stop the Piper sparking the biggest battle of them all. Three accidental heroes 
versus one legendary villain... an epic adventure is born. 

 


