
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday 12th March 2021 

What a wonderful week we have had here at Sacred Heart. It is hard to believe that we’ve only all 
been back together as a full school for a week. The majority of children have transitioned 
seamlessly back into school life and it’s as if they’ve never been away. For some, it’s been a bit of 
a shock to the system. For all children (and staff), I image, they will be glad it’s Friday and are 
ready for a rest over the weekend. 

We have been mindful to plan a healthy mix of well-being activities, assessments and a 
continuation of the enquiry project work across the age-groups over the week. This mix will 
continue for the next few weeks bringing us up to the Easter holidays. We were keen to ensure 
that all children have had chance to talk about their anxieties and worries but without making 
them feel like the ‘lost generation’ that the media portrays. We continue to always look for the 
positives and it is very much business as usual here at Sacred Heart with our pastoral support 
remaining a strength of the school. Early assessments show that the impact of lockdown learning 
is varied. Some children have responded well to learning at home and remain where they should 
be, some have continued to make good progress whilst others have regressed. Our job now is to 
ensure that the children are receiving an adapted curriculum that meets their cohort and 
individual needs.  

Keeping Safe Online 

The digital world is a wonderful place but we also know that unsafe usage can have serious 
consequences. In school, we actively engage the children in developing their understanding of 
how to use the internet safely. We aim to stimulate children’s curiosity but ensure that they are 
equipped to be safe explorers and users of the online world. However, ultimately we are not there 
when they are exploring – this happens at home. Our aim is to build an awareness of the digital 
world around them and to equip them with the skills and understanding to be able to make smart 
decisions. The reality is that ‘smart decisions’ often go out of the window when children are 
actively engaged online and are lured into a false sense of security and safety. 

I spoke with Y6 this week once again about their online lives impacting their school lives. By the 
time children get to upper key stage 2, the number of online issues at home increases 
dramatically. I pointed out to Y6 that the majority of the apps they are using are 13+ and that the 
reason for this is that the recommended age at which children are deemed emotionally mature 
enough to deal with the nuances of digital correspondence is 13. We all know as adults how things 



 

  

 
 

can be misread or taken out of context through the written word as you cannot hear the tone and 
intonation in the voices. We also discussed the use of inappropriate conversations and vile 
language being used and compared that to what they would use in the real world. Calling people 
names and making fun of one another hurts – and sticks.  

Our children really do think they know more than their parents or teachers when it comes to the 
digital world – and scarily, in many cases they do. They listen to the lessons; they know the dos 
and don’ts of keeping safe online but are they practising it? Do they really recognise the dangers 
when they arise? Sadly, we have had two serious cases reported to us in recent weeks, one of 
which resulted in Children’s Services and police involvement. Both cases related to pupils at our 
school talking to strangers online. Both children referred to these strangers as friends. In one case 
it has been proven that this predator was most definitely not a friend and a request for intimate 
photos was made. Luckily, the parents acted quickly and responsibly but were it not for their 
vigilance this incident may not have had such a positive ending. 

Please, check in with your children. Get them to talk to you about their online life. Ask them to 
show you some of the apps they use and more importantly their ‘friends’ lists. Who are these 
friends? Do they know them in real life? Who are they gaming with on their Playstation/Xbox? 
Who are they chatting to when playing the seemingly innocent Roblox? Make this a regular chat 
and most importantly, let them know it’s ok if they’ve made a mistake, that they can always come 
to you and tell you if they are worried about something online and they won’t be in trouble. The 
most important factor is always about keeping them safe – both now and their digital footprint for 
their futures.    

The website below is an excellent resource for parents. It contains safety features on all platforms 
if you want to find out more and make informed choices about the platforms and apps your child 
is using. It also has easy to use step by step guides for setting up parental controls. 

 

Parents and Carers | Safer Internet Centre    

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this important update. Have a wonderful weekend. It looks 
like it’s going to be a bit miserable weather wise tomorrow but Sunday is looking brighter.  

Take care, 

Nichola Day 

Headteacher  



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

19 March 2021  Red Nose Day 

31 March 2021  FOSH Easter Hat Competition 

02 April 2021   Good Friday 

04 April 2021   Easter Sunday    

05 April 2021   Easter Monday 

06 – 16 April 2021  Easter Holidays 

19 April 2021   Back to School 

03 May 2021   May Bank Holiday 

31 May 2021   Late May Bank Holiday 

01-04 June 2021  Half Term 

07 June 2021   Inset Day (No school for pupils) 

11 June 2021   Feast of the Sacred Heart 

23 July 2021   Last Day of Term!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please can all Y6 pupils bring in a clean, empty jar 
with a lid, by the 19th of March, in readiness for an 

activity linked to their enquiry project.   

 Thank you! 



 

  

 
 

 

Contacting your child’s teacher 
 

 

Y6 Miss Simpson: simpson@shrcps.org 

Y5 Mr Allen-Wicks: allen-wicks@shrcps.org 

Y4 Mrs Flintham and Mrs Ricketts 
flintham@shrcps.org / ricketts@shrcps.org 

Y3 Miss Shaw shaw@shrcps.org 

Y2 Mrs Kerr kerr@shrcps.org 

Y1 Mrs Pascoe and Mrs Dickinson 
pascoe@shrcps.org / dickinson@shrcps.org 

YR Mrs Pancott pancott@shrcps.org 

Nursery: Ms Myers and Mrs Berry 
myers@shrcps.org / berry@shrcps.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember your child’s school lunch needs to be ordered on 
Sims Pay for the week ahead, by the Saturday before. 

 Children in Reception Class, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to Universal Free School Meals 
however you still need to order your child’s school lunch on the Sims Pay system. 

 If your child/ren is/are entitled to benefit-related Free School Meals, their school lunch also 
needs to be ordered on the Sims Pay system  

 All school meals MUST be paid for (if applicable) at the time of ordering so that no debt is 
incurred.  

Unfortunately, a review of the Sims Pay system has revealed that 
there are some accounts showing money owing for school lunches.  
Please can you check your Sims Pay accounts and make payment to clear 
any outstanding monies.  Thank you  



 

  

 
 

 

 

Hom – Jeanne Willis 

Hom is the last of his kind. I don't know what kind of creature he is, and nobody 
knows he exists... apart from me. 

When a boy washes up on a desert island, he is sure he's on his own in the world. 
But there's someone else living there: Hom, a peace-loving creature who has lost 
his family, too. Alone on the island together, they learn from each other and 
become the best of friends. So when a rescue ship appears on the horizon, the boy 

has a big decision to make... 

 

 

Mort the Meek and the Ravens' Revenge – Rachel Delahaye 

On Brutalia violence is a way of life. Ravenous ravens circle overhead, monstrous grot bears 
cause chaos and the streets are bulging with brawls. But Mort isn't like the other islanders - 
he's determined to live peacefully. His struggle is made even tougher when the cruel queen 
appoints Mort as Royal Executioner. No one has challenged the royals and lived to tell the 
tale. Can Mort keep his head and outwit the queen? 

 

 

 

City of Rust - Gemma Fowler 

Railey dreams of winning the drone races with her bio-robotic gecko friend, Atti. But when a 
bounty hunter crashes their biggest race yet, the pair are forced to flee to the feared Junker 
clans who mine the rubbish orbiting the Earth. Rescued by a couple of Junker kids, they discover 
a danger bigger than anything they'd imagined - but can three kids, a gecko and an ancient 
computer save the world against the huge trash bomb (and its power-crazed creator) 
threatening to destroy the world? 

 



 

  

 
 

 

 

LIFE SIZE DRAWINGS 
Stick lots of A4 sheets of paper together (or if you have a big paper roll even better!) and 
place it on the floor. Ask your child to lie down on it and outline their body with a pen. They 
can then get creative: colour in, add accessories to the figures like stickers or stamps, 
design clothes with old material offcuts or magazine cutting! The kids will have lots of fun 
with the real-size copies and you may have something really special to decorate their 
bedroom wall afterwards! 

FINGER PAINT ANIMALS  
Why not try to create a full zoo of handprint and finger-painted animals. Use different body 
parts to create different animals! 

   

 

Paper Orangutan Craft 

This paper orangutan is designed so you can move his arms up and down! 
 
Using a piece or orange or brown card, fold the paper lengthways, making sure 
that the end of it is flat to help your orangutang stand. Cut out the body shape 
with the round head at the top. 
 
Unfold the paper and then fold the orangutans head down over the rest of the 
body. You can now draw the face and stomach as well as adding some details 
for the hands and feet - make sure you do both side of the hands as you can 
move your orangutans arms up and down depending on what you’d like him to 
do!  

 


